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NICARAGUA. 


> N June the Report of our Mission in Nicaragua for the 


year 1918 reached us. ‘This Province was under the care 
. of Bishop Hamilton until July of last year, when he 
handed it over to §S.P.G 


Missionary Society, which has its seat in Bethlehem, Pa. 


., the American Moravian 


In May Nicaragua declared war against the Middle European 
Powers, as most of the American States had done, and this led 
to the retirement of Br. Jung, the Warden of the Mission and 
Manager of our business in Bluefields. He was succeeded by 
Br. Michel, an American. 


Relations with Government and other Churches. €e. 


Our relations with the Government have been good. ‘The 
Roman Catholic Church abstained from direct attack, though 
there were indirect attacks through the press, and 
after a monk had travelled up and down the Coast 
the people in some _ places would stand aloof, or 
even become hostile. Our relations with other Churches on the 
Coast were not always undisturbed, although ou~ brethren did 
their best to maintain comity and co-operation. Br. Neath 
helped the Anglican Church in Bluefields.on several occasions, 
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but that did not save us from the attempt to make capital out 
of the political situation, and to draw members away fromi oun 
Church. ‘The attitude of the Baptist minister 1:1 Corn Island, 
who was formerly a missionary on the Congo, was trans. 
parently friendly. There are, as in all those countries, sects 
and false prophets of every kind, who delight in casting out 
sheir nets in our mission-stations—from Seventh Day Adven- 
tists down to the ‘‘Spirit people,’’ witch-doctors, and weather- 
makers of the Indians. Obeah-men and necrom neers are con- 
tinually appearing among the Creoles of the older congregations. 
Soothsaying by cards, prophesying from books of dreams, and 
the like are to be found secretly carried on in the Christian 
Church, and hindering many a one from the healthy and glad 
advance into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We 
must not be surprised at such evidences and attacks of the 
Powers of Darkness, for we see opposed to them in joyous 
battle, directed towards a clear goal, the band of missionaries. 
helpers, and evangelists in our congregations, in whom the 
Spirit of God has shown itself as the power of light and life 
in an especial degree during the past year, to the praise and 


glory of God. 


Our missionaries, though they belonged to several different 
nationalities, treated it as a matter of course that they should 
go on with their common work, in one spirit, united by a com- 
mon love to Him whose cross they proclaim to the white man. 
the Creole, and the Indian alike. They bore with patience 
the separation from home and friends, prolonged owing to the 
war, thus suffering through the war more than we at home 
are quite able to grasp. We have the more reason to rejoice 
vith them that their labour has aot been in vain in the Lord. 


Special Events of the Year 


But, before we come to that part of the story, some of the 
events of the year may be narrated. The floods, which are 
common in June and July, did a great deal of damage. There 
were also violent storms in October and November, so that 
provisions ran short at the northern stations—Dakura, Twapp), 
and Karata. The Report mentions with special thankfulness 
that they were spared a visitation by fire in 1918. From later 
letters we learn that on March 17th of this year almost the 
whole Colony at Cape Gracias was laid in ashes, but our little 
church there is still standing, though it suffered from the in- 
tense heat of the conflagration. On March 29th there was a 
considerable fire in Bluefields, but our Mission premises were 
spared. 


The staff was strengthened by the arrival of Br. and Sr. 
Michel and Br. and Sr. Wedman, both from the United States. 
Br. and Sr. Garth retired, after long and faithful service. Br. 
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snd Sr. Haglund took over Pear 5 cali while Sr. Zollhéfer 

neing left a widow, devoted herself to service among the women 

snd girls in Bluefields, a work which is very greatly valued. 
Health and Keonomie Conditions. 

The health of the staff was not all that could be desired. 
The climate and over-work told upon them, together with the 
impossibility of taking rest or furlough owing to the war 
Though influenza raged in the congregations, our missionaries 
escaped almost entirely. Few houses were spared by the 
epidemic, yet the number of deaths was not proportionately 
great. Our missionaries, especially those who have had some 
medical training, were able to render help far and wide; indeed, 
they were in demand far beyond their strength. Even in a 
hostile article in the press it was admitted that ‘‘wherever a 
Moravian missionary goes, his medical knowledge and_ his 
medicines go with him, and so he becomes a benefactor of the 
poor and helpless Indians.’’ Some of the missionaries’ wives 
are tramed nurses and were able to render valuable help. As 
usual, consumption carried off a number of Creoles and Indians. 
The attempt 1s being made to withstand this treacherous disease 
by teaching the young people hygiene and physical culture. 

The economic position was bad, owing to the depression of 
trade and the high prices of all imported articles. One of the 
chief means of livelihood among the Indians is to hire them- 
celves as rowers on the boats going to the gold mines. All the 
mines closed down, so only mahogany-felling remained. But 
the wages remained unchanged, while clothes and boots cost 
more than their whole wages. And, 1f there was any money to 
be had, the secret brandy-distilleries and the pubhe brandy- 
stores took care that many an Indian should get into their 
debt and into that old condition of dependence on the store- 
keepers, not much better than slavery, from which years of 
earnest endeavour had been trying to save them. It 1s the 
more wonderful that Br. Heath can report from Sangsangta : 
‘Almost all our Christians are free from debt.’” When the 
writer of this report years ago spoke to the Wangks Indians, 
at that time sunk in heathenism and enslaved, of the possibility 
of such freedom, when once the Son of God should have made 
them free indeed, the only answer was an unhappy shrugging 
of the shoulders. Our missionaries hope to improve the un- 
healthy social conditions of the country by the extensive work 
among the young which they have taken in hand. 

In spite of being short of money, our Christians in several 
places have been very active in providing themselves with new 
places of worship, or w orthily completing those they had, or 
repairing them. Four new chapels were dedicated, and in 
eleven places repairs were carried out or ‘preparations were. 
made for new buildings. 
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Natioe Assistants. 


An entirely new experiment was the sending out of a native 
evangelist, the aged Br. Rigby, to visit all his Indian brethren 
at all the Indian. stations up to Sangsangta. His earnest and 
persuasive witness, his complete devotion to the Lord and His 
service, and his modest behaviour made a deep impression 
everywhere, and all the brethren agreed that his visits infused 
new life into the congregations. His influence on the native 
helpers was especially marked. He could talk to them as a 
foreigner is incapable of doing. He was also able to reach 

many who had kept aloof from the stations and the mission. 
aries, and talk to them heart to heart. Our brethren are on the 
look-out for a younger man to whom they can entrust this 
work. It goes beyond the strength of Br. Rigby, who is 
already advanced in years. Our missionaries did what they 
could, not only to serve their stations and out-preaching places, 
hut also to carry the message of salvation to the scattered and 
isolated foreigners, mostly West Indians. They tried to place 
Christianity within the reach of the Spaniards and the Chinese 
who live scattered all over the country, by means of Christian 
literature in their own language. The Spaniards are reached 
especially by regular visits to the Bluefields Hospital. 


Statistics. 


The encouraging results of the work are shown by~ the 
statistics. There were 113 heathen baptized, and 227 were 
confirmed. The latter, as is always the case in this field, all 
came forward of their own accord, and therefore evidently acted 
from the serious desire to belong wholly to Christ. And in this 
connection one must not underestimate the significance of the 
126 marriages in a land where relationships have to be fought 
-gainst which are partly heathen, partly immoral, and where 
Christian marriage and famuily-life have to contend against 
many obstacles. ‘There have not been such gains in one year 
since the time of the Awakening on the Moskito Coast. The 
following table shows how the work has been. blessed and has 
advanced in the five years of the war :— 


Heathen 

Baptized Confirmed Married 
1914 6] 116 47 
1915 YS 136 49 
1916 96 143 10] 
1917 8] 198 105 
1918 113 227 126 


There are in our own care 7,605 Christians, of whom 2,153 
are full communicant members. The increase, compared with 
the previous year, is 498. And that is the little Mission Pro- 
vince which has worked for several years under sentence of 
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Cn 


ee mee ce 


restriction and shorthanded. Will not the reader of the Re- 
port, like the Apostle Paul, ‘‘thank God and take courage’’? 

Now we will endeavour to get a glimpse of the work as it is 
done from the various centres. 


Work done from various Centres. 
|. Bluefields. Several visits were paid along the Blue- 
fields River, of Rio Escondido. The missionarv at Bluefields 
sends one of his sermons in manuscript to three different 


settlements on the river, in order that the Christians working’ 


on the plantations there may be kept in touch with their con- 
gregation. ‘The former station Rama Cay has become a filial 
of Bluefelds ‘This island congregation is in charge of a native 
helper. The faithful old helper, Lawrence, whose remin- 
iscences reached back to the days of ‘‘Father Jurgensen,’’ has 
gone to his rest. Br. Clementi has succeeded him. He looks 
after the Day-school and Sunday-school. Brethren of the 
Bluefields congregation, missionaries and laymen, regularly 
supply the island with the preaching of the Word of God. The 
motor-boat—Nithsdale—renders valuable service on_ these 
journeys from Bluefields. 


2.—Pearl Lagoon.—From here the former station Tasba- 
paunl, also Marshal Point, Brown Bank, Raitipura, and Kaka- 
bila are visited. At the first three native evangelists render 
faithful service, and in T'asbapauni, which was once more dead 
than alive, new earnestness has returned with the love of God’s 
house and the Word of God. 


3. Karawala.—The old station Little Sandy Bay (Sharon) 
on the sea-shore, the settlement of Rio Grande, ut the mouth 
of the river, and La Cruz higher up the Rio Grande, form the 
outposts of this Sumu station. While the mother-station has 
flourished, the out-stations show little spiritual life. 


4. Quamwatla.—The influence of this ‘station has reached 
far and wide from the first. Not only the little town ol 
Prinzapolka. at the mouth of the river of the same name, 
with its medley of races, can be reached by the motor-boat, 
but a most important work can also be done at far-off Ebenezer 
and Wasakin, on the Prinzapolka and Banbana Rivers. At the 
former Br. Ramsey is stationed, at the latter Br. Jiminez, 
both native evangelists. In Wasakin an old Sumu, named 
Asla, was the greatest hindrance to Christianity. Through his 
teaching, compounded of heathenism and Christianity, and his 
superstitious arts, he had acquired a considerable and mischiev- 
ous influence over his fellow-tribesmen. Last year he became 
dangerously ill. On his deathbed he was converted and openly 
confessed to the people how he had deceived them, and en- 
treated them to turn to Christ. This made. a deep impression 
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on the Sumus and nuts the conversion of many. AS a re- 
sult 29 adults were baptized in Wasakin, 44 were confirmed, 
and 15 couples were married. 


0. Wounta Haulover.—Walpasixa, Kukalaya and Wounts 
show little spiritual life. Mahogany cuttings, with their im 
moral influence, are not far away, and choke the good seed. 
But in Layasixa there is a little flock of earnest Christians, wh« 
are served by the helper Elisha, who can read 


6. Yulu.—The Jamaican, Br. J. Fisher, who is a widower, 
has a big parish. Besides his own fairly large congregation at 
Yulu, he has the supervision of Karata and Twappi, which 
were formerly independent stations, besides the out-stations 
Kiha, Sisin, and Krukirra, and the district on the Wawa River 
which 1S being evangelized. We thank God that he has not 
only been supplied with the needful strength for his journey} 
and his difficult and responsible task, but that his work has 
been signally blessed. Karata has continued to develop well 
in spite of losing its own missionary. ‘The Christians feel 
themselves responsible for the good name of their congregation. 
and for its growth and progress. One of their number, Br. 
Alfred, holds regular services. ‘lwo brethren, Lockwood and 
Adrian Duram, have already gone out from Karata as evange- 
lists to the heathen, the former to Kruta, in Honduras, the 
latter to Wangks River. ‘T'wappi had been going backward for 
several years, but last year saw a welcome change. Interest 
in the Word of God was re-awakened. Some who were in- 
different were aroused, and some of the helpers are doing their 
best to keep the fire burning. It is a clear sign of new life that 
296 were confirmed. In Kiha, Krukirra, and Sisin also the 
native helpers try hard, and not without result, to erect and 
strengthen the Kingdom of God in the hearts of the people. In 
Tuberus far away up the Wawa River, the native brother 
Theophilus, of Yulu, is stationed. The place bas developed 
well, and has become the Christian meeting-place and centre 
for the Sumu Indians of the neighbouring river-districts. A 
number of Sumus intend to settle there, in order to be near the 


Word of God. 


7. Sandy Bay.—From Sandy Bay the former station 
Dakura 1s provided for, where there 1s still a faithful remnant 
of those gathered in the early days of the Mission. In Auastars 
too, the work of the helper, Obadiah, and of his son, Nitario, 
was accompanied with God's blessing. The latter also takes cart 
of Para, as far as possible, a little place that reminds one very 
much of the field full of dead bones. ‘There seems* to be hope 
that they will move and come to life. 


8. Cape Gracias.—From the chief station, the village of 
Cabo Gracias, situated on the Lagoon, the Harbour of Cabo 
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Gracias, some miles away, at the mouth of the Wangks River, 
is visited. The little congregation there has no easy position 
in the thick air and amid the hard temptations of this typical 
little Central American sea-port. There is no lack of hostility 
on the part of Roman Catholics and enemies of Christianity 
Beyond the northern frontier lies Kruta, the lonely Christian 
outpost in Honduras, at which the Indian brother, Lockwood, 
from Karata, carries on a beautiful but difficult work. His in- 
fluence is felt in all the villages around. The Christian congre- 
gation has increased to 94 by the baptism of 13 heathen last 
vear. In the interior of Nicaragua, hidden away among lagoons 
and brooks, lies Bemuna, which has been visited by the Sandy 
Bay missionary for many vears. The few visits that can be 
paid do not suffice to produce healthy growth in the Christian 
life of the little flock there. Unfortunately there is no native 
helper: of reliable Christian character, so that heathen and 
(‘hristian ideas are mingled confusedly in their mirds. 

9. Wasla, and 10. Sangsangta.—Wasla and Sangsangta are 
intended to serve the purposes of evangelization as far as poss- 
ible along the river. It is impossible to name all the places 
that are reached from these two centres, especially Sangsangta. 
We wil mention here only one of the outposts of Wasla, Bil- 
waskarma, whose modest ““house of God,’’ which was dedicated 
only a short time ago, has already become too small for the 
growing congregation, so that they think of enlarging it. It is 
a pity that Br. Allan, the native helper at Wasla, is a man of 
the law rather than of the gospel, and that his well-meant work 
is often more like that of a spiritual policeman than of an 
evangelist. The soil around Wasla has always been hard and 
stony, and needs much patience. From Sangsangta the gospel 
has once more been carried to places far away up and down the 
stream. In Asang Br. Adrian Duram has been stationed as 
evangelist since January, 1918. St. Carlos is the centre for 
a number of villages whose people attend the services there. 
There is another chapel in Suhi, in which Crristians from 
WVirrapani try to keep services, when the missionary is at his 
own station or on tour; but their attempts are not very satis- 
factory, as none of them can read very well. ‘There 1s urgent 
need of an evangelist for the whole of the district below 
Sangsangta down to Waspuk. It 1s refreshing to read in the 
station-report of Sangsangta, how the newly baptized converts 
from different places meet there occasionally to encourage one 
another not to grow careless or weary in their new life. 


Schools and Christian Associations. 

At all the stations the work of the Day-school and the Sun- 
day-school go hand-in-hand with the work of the church. The 
superintendent writes: ‘‘This is where our greatest possibilities 
lie, but it is just here that we have to confess vur weakness. 
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In the last four years we have opened schools evervwhere, since 
there seemed to be immediate danger of having the children 
taken away from us under pretext of the law and handed over 
to the monks. So the total number of Day-scholars rose 
above 1,100. But the lack of trained native teachers is always 
keeping us back. In Bluefields we feel the lack of our former 
High School. We are in danger of losing the children of our 
best and most educated members in consequence, and we can- 
not offer the children of our native ministers and helpers that 
which we ought to offer them to bring them on. The mission- 
aries are not in a position to devote themselves to school work 
to any extent, owing to the ever-growing spiritual work ’’ The 
Sunday-schools have prospered. There were more than 3,200 
Sunday-scholars at the end of 1918. 

Our missionaries have made a special effort to organise work 
among young men along the whole coast, and to develop it into 
a Christian Association. Bluefields, Pearl Lagoon, Quamwatla, 
Karata, and Yulu have already formed Young Men’s Christian 
Associations. The advocacy of temperance, which is repre- 
sented by these associations, 1s of special value in a land like 
Nicaragua. It has been found that this work can scarcely be 
managed or made fruitful without a man to devote special 
attention to it. 

We are glad to know that the Christians do their best to 
help themselves in this and in the school work, and do not 
shrink from real sacrifices for the sake of Christ and the 
Church. 

We know that our missionaries and those in their care would 
shrink from praise for what they have done; but with them we 
thank the Lord, who has shown himself glorious in the weak- 
ness of His children, and we commend to Him the hopeful work 
in that tropical land. 


>O<e- 
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SERIOUS EPIDEMICS. 


Extracts from a Report furnished by the Super- 
intendent, Br. W. W. Perrett. 


Hopedale and Nain. 
N the late summer and autumn of 1918 w+ in Hopedale 


were visited by an epidemic of what is undoubtedly a 


modified form of smallpox, which swept through the 
*© whole village, only one member of the Mission staff (Dr. 
Bohlmann), one Eskimo woman, and a few children escaping 
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[t carried off six adults. Br. Bohlmann, who attends to the 
medical work, was kept busy for some weeks attending to the 
sick, but, with the greatest devotion and patience, did his 
itmost to relieve the sufferings of the afflicted The Sisters 
were likewise called on to do their share, by making large pots 
of soup daily for those who had no appetite for native or home- 
prepared foods. We did not get clear of this epidemic till 
well on in January, when boils, sore eyes, etc., showed them- 
selves very numerously, and caused quite a large amount of in 
convenience and pain. After communication with our scattered 
members opened, and intercourse became more frequent, the 
disease gradually spread to the isolated homes in the bays, and 
some olf these are even now (end of March) not free from the 
sickness. Among the settlers and half-breeds the attacks were 
much milder than among the pure-blooded Eskimoes, giving a 
clear proof that the native 1s not able to withstand the white 
mans diseases as well as the white man himself is, even 
though conditions of hfe are exactly similar in both cases. 


When the Harmony arrived from Nain in November, 1918, 
we received the news that the Nain congregation had lkewise 
been passing through an epidemic of smallpox. It had been 
brought to Hopedale and Nain by patients who had visited 
Indian Harbour Hospital. But Nain had an epidemic of 
measles at the same time. ‘They escaped in 1916, when the 
cther stations passed through the measles epidemic, but now 
had to fight the two complaints at the same time ‘The ravages 
wrought by the two epidemics raging simultaneously were 
severe, and as a result Nain shows a considerable reduction in 
membership for the year 1918. 


What the Hebroners suffered. 


These visitations we thought very heavy, and all our people 
felt that the hand of God had been laid heavily upon them. 
Little did we dream of what was happening at Hebron and 
Okak. and that our experiences were not a patch on what the 
missionaries and their flocks there were passing through in their 
terrible isolation. Immediately after the departure of the 
Harmony from Hebron—even, in fact, before the Harmony 
left—the natives showed signs of having contracted the Spanish 
Influenza from a sick sailor. Captain Jackson had forbidden 
the natives to visit the crew’s quarters, warning them of the 
infectious nature of the sickness, but they paid no heed to 
him. The result was that in the course of about nine days 
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nearly two-thirds of the Hebron congregation were corpses. 
Indeed, if one reckons the people who were in Hebron itself, the 
percentage 1s nearly nine-tenths, for out of 100 people at the 
station only 14 survived. That so many names are stil! on 
the Hebron books is only attributable to the fact that the 
Ramah and Napartok (out-stations) people had no connection 
with the ship or with their afflicted fellow-countrymen. 

One cannot describe what the Hebron Brethrén and Sisters 
must have passed through during those dreadful days. More or 
less sick themselves, they did what they possibly could for the 
stricken natives; but in reality they could do nothing to stop 
the fearful epidemic. Bishop Martin fetched water and wood 
for houses where all the inmates were sick, and with what hel) 
was available removed the corpses as one after another died ; 
but at last there was no one to help, and Sr. Martin went 
with her husband to perform the gruesome task ‘They could 
not carry the dead bodies, so had to haul them by a rope; but at 
length even that became impossible—the number was too great. 
They had perforce to desist from the work—it was more than 
they could manage—and the few living had to leave the houses 
where the dead were, and congregate in a couple of houses that 
had been cleared of dead bodies. Then the true nature of the 
Eskimo dogs showed itself. Probably excited by the smell of 
the dead bodies, they just went wild, dashed through the win- 
dows of the houses, and pulled down the doors, and fell to eat- 
ing human flesh. In some cases they seem even to have at- 
tacked the living who were not strong enough to beat them 
off, and tore them to pieces before life had really left their 
bodies. Providentially, the weather was cold and the bodies 
froze If this had not been the case, who can imagine what 
would have happened ? 


Of the disposal of about 80 bodies, by burying them in th: 
sea. the Brethren’s letters will tell. It was the only way 
they could think of, as it seemed an impossible task to under: 
take to dig a grave large enough to hold all. Many of the 
native huts were then set fire to—the quickest and safest wai 
of disposing of mangled human remains and nests of filth anc 
indescribable horrors. Br. Merklein (the storekeeper) anc 
an Eskimo started shooting the dogs, as soon as they were 
strong enough to handle a rifle, and probably some 80 to 100 
of these are lying in the village buried in the snow, and wil! 
have to be disposed of as they thaw out in the Spring. Muc) 
work of a most disagreeable nature still lies before the Breth- 
ren and they will need stout hearts and strong arms to accon)- 


plish the task. 


What happened at Okak. 


But meanwhile the Hurmony had gone to Okak, and there 
the Eskimoes immediately opened intercourse with the sailors. 
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with results as at Hebron. When the Harmeny left Okak 
people were beginning to fall sick, and the sickness spread like 
vildfire. Crews went off to their sealing places only to fall 
sick and die. Some tried to get back to Okak and failed, por- 
tions of the boats’ crews dying on the way. In some settle- 
ments a small remnant aivviead to tell the storv, but at some 
places all died. I will not attempt to repeat what I heard from 
the Brethren; their letters will tell of the tragedies. The 
Brethren Waldmann, Asboe, and Ward have done an immense 
amount of work in disposing of the dead and in caring for the 
living. 

[In Okak and at several of the sealing-places the dogs played 
havoc with the corpses. At Sillutalik (Cut Throat) 36 persons 
hed; but only 18 remained to be buried. The only visible re- 
mains of the others were a few bare skulls and a few shank- 
hones lying around in the houses. Possibly, other remains 
will appear when the snow melts. Most touching was the case 
vf a little girl of eight years of age. The Brethren received the 
news that the family at Orlearsuk was sick and dying, and 
Br. Waldmann made an attempt to visit them by boat, but had 
to give up owing to very heavy weather and high seas. ‘They 
could only conclude that during the interval of freezing up all 
had died, as no one came from there. Before Cisne two 
lads went to the place from Okak to fetch a barrel of berries. 
and, looking through the window of the house, saw someone 
moving about, but concluding it was a ghost they beat a hasty 
retreat. About three weeks later the Brethren went to bury 
vhat remained of the corpses, and to shoot the dogs. Br. 
\Vard entered the house, and was about to shoot 2 dog when he 
heard a voice, and looking round was surprised to find a little 
virl alive. She had had sense enough to thaw snow by the 
heat of a candle. and thus obtained a little water to drink, and 
had made use of a tin of milk and some berries to keep body 
and soul together, but was living there with the dead which 
were being eaten by the dogs When the lads visited the place 
her little brother was still alive, and might undoubtedly have 
heen saved had the lads been more sensible, but before the 
Brethren came to the place the little fellow had also succumbed. 
They immediately packed the little girl on the sledge and con- 
veyed her to Okak, where she soon regained strength. 

These are the facts as nearly as I remember them but doubt- 
less the Okak letters wil! tell the story more fully. 


The Superintendent goes North. 


We received the first letters from Hebron and Okak on Feb- 
ruary 20th. Till then I had not been anxious about the two 
stations, as I knew certain alterations had been made in the 
running of the winter mail, and thought if anything very serious 
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had happened the Brethren would have sent a special messenger 
at Mission expense. But the first Okak letter I opened revealed 
the tragic state of things. They had sent no sledge, for the 
simple reason that there was not a man left to send. Two men 
still survived in Okak, but both were sick. One, a settler, has 
recovered; the other, an Eskimo, has by this time probably 
joined the great majority. The Brethren requested me to go to 
(kak as soon as possible to see what could be done; so, after 
making hasty arrangements for the church services,. etc. (at 
Hopedale), while I was absent, I started on Feb: vary 22nd, but 
owing to my being held up at Nain by bad weather I did not 
reach Okak until March 4th. It was clear that the only 
thing possible was to decide to abandon Okak and divide the 59 
surviving souls between Nain and Hopedale. No one wished 
to remain at Okak; the majority were eager .o get away as 
quickly as homes could be found for them and arrangements 
made for their transport to the South. I had already inquired 
in Hopedale and Nain who would be willing to adopt children 
or offer homes to the adults, and was furnished with a list that 
would have given accommodation to about double the number 
in need of homes; so that the only difficulty to contend with 
was to divide the Okakers in a way that would give satisfaction 
to the Nain and Hopedale people. I am afraid some were 
not quite satisfied, because I had allotted no on» to them. 


The Mission Staff 


With regard to the members of the staff, my first thought 
was to remove them too to other stations during the winter. 
It would not have been an easy matter, but nearly all the 
Settlers 1 spoke with over the possibility of this step at once 
put their dog-teams at my disposal, and offered to help in any 
way necessary—oliers which I appreciated very much. On 
talking this matter over with the Okak Brethre. and looking 
at things all round, the urgency for such a step did not appear 
so great; so I requested them to remain in Okek and pack 
everything that was worth removal ready for shipment to the 
southern stations in the coming summer. | also arranged 
that, unless plans developed otherwise during the Spring, Br 
and Sr. Waldmann will go to Hebron in the summer, Br. and 
Sr. Asboe to Hopedale, and Br. Ward will hear from Capt. 
Jackson where he shall spend the next year. (Br. Ward 1s one 
of our Storekeepers, and therefore takes his orders from Capt 
Jackson, who is the Trade Manager of 8.F.G. when he is on 


the Coast—E1. ) 


Thus after prayerful consideration and consul‘ation with the 
Brethren, I took upon myself the responsibility of closing 
Okak. From the first it seemed the only thing to do. 

We still have to face the question of what shall become of 
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Hebron, and this is not as easily decided as that of Okak. 
For the first, we must keep Hebron going as a home for some 
of the Mission staff, unless two or three couples can leave for 
home this summer, 2s we have not accommodaticn for all at 
the southern stations. 


>O<€ 


WEST INDIES (Eastern Province). 


&. UR work in these small islands of the West Indies, and 


dealing with people living under different national 

and economic conditions, has always been of a varied 
ye character, as the populations themselves in their re- 
ligious and civil life are of various degrees of advancement 
We have islands like Barbados where conditions approach those 
existing in the home lands, and congregations are proportion- 
ately responsive and intelligent. On the other hand, com- 
munities like Tobago are more backward, while the work along 
the north coast of Trinidad, on the estates of St. Domingo, and 
in the rural and isolated districts of some of tle other islands 
find us maintaining the old and apparently endless fight with 
immorality and superstitions, and only conscious that it is 
slowly but surely a winning fight. In the town congregations 
of Antigua, St. Kitts. and the Virgin Islands religion and 
education go more hund in hand and abreast, and problems are 
much like those found in some of the home communities. 
Though the Church has been working in these islands for a 
long time, and it may appear that the results are not commen 
surate with the expenditure of men and means as compared 
with those achieved in heathen lands, it must no. be forgotten 
that, besides working among a backward people, there has 
always been the fight against the blasting effects of slavery, and 
the degrading influences of the immorality, prejudice and 
fostered superstition that this institution nourished) [In many 
tespects these, in isolated districts and mixed communities, have 
been greater foes to contend with than the witch-doctor and 
the rain-maker over against the primitive but responsive nature 
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The Ne ative Mestetiy: 


Our West Indian Mission has on the whole, shown a fine 
product of native men raised up from among their own peop! 
as teachers and ministers, and at present, in this Province, 


Gut of 28 ordained men, only ll are foreigners, not to speak of 


2 goodly number of native assistants and lay readers. It has 
« record of worx done and progress made that the Church need 
not be ashamed of, and, considering poor economie conditions, 
‘solation, and the difficulties set up by imposing education and 
social life on a heathenism that slavery emphasized rather than 
eliminated—witness conditions existing in Haiti up to very 
recent days—we have no reason to be 


E fiects of the War, 


discouraged. 
and Changes im the Staff. 

The year 1918 will hardly find its equal, either in the past 
or the future, for events of importance. The Great War 
reached its climax of effort and destruction, and, coming to an 
ane by the signing of the armistice, in November. marked the 

ear for ever with an unique significance. Cond'tions in some 
J the islands, economically, were hard, and besides the high 
cost of living and lack of employment, there was in some in- 
stances real scarcity of food. ‘The fact that the Virgin Islands 
were under the American flag made conditions easier even than 
in some parts of the States, but on the whole the local Gov- 
ernments saw to it that their people did not suffer. The price 
of sugar in those islands where this was the staple product 
kept labour fairly well employed, and at fair wages, but the 
increased cost of all the necessities of hfe counterbalanced any 
advantages due to exceptional circumstances of supply and 
demand. Comparatively few changes in the existing staff of the 
Province took place during the year. ‘The wit!irawal of Br. 
‘Venhold from the service of the Church and the St. Kitts 
Mission, was supplied by the appointment of Br Allen, and the 
honourable discharge of Br. Smithwick from the same mission 
was followed by the succession of Br. T. King to the vacant 
congregation at Bethesda. Br. G. Weinland, entering the 
eervice of the Province in the same month, began his work in 
St Croix in charge of the Friedensberg congreg:tion, and Bis- 
hop Greider, returning’ from furlough at the same time, re- 
sumed the care of the Memorial Church congregation in St 
Thomas. This relieved Bt. Wesley St. Louis, whom the 
Board sent to La Romana, in St. Domingo, where more active 
work was needed to meet the promise held out by that rapidly 
crowing place. 

Santo Domingo. : 


Our review of the field for the year can begin with this 
Mission, which has a story of good and steady progress behind 
it. Larger growth has marked our work both at San Pedro 
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and at La Romana. On the one hand the large estate of Con- 
suelo, half way up the river and a centre, is developing into a 
strong filial, and the estates in the immediate neighbourhood 
are each gathering an increased number of faithful members. 
[n the Soco district, in quite another and opposite direction from 
town, a chapel has been erected by the owner of the estate there 
‘or school and church purposes, and the assistant, who is also 
the teacher, is paid in large part by the same generous friend 
The chapel has been consecrated as a place of worship, and a 
small congregation has been gathered there Advance in 
the capital is slow, but there is a better spirit and greater 
}esponse among the people. 


North Coast of Trinidad, and Tobago. 


At the other end of the Province, on the north coast of 
Trinidad, steps have been taken towards the erection of a manse 
and the appointment of an ordained minister is contemplated 
in the new year. ‘This step, it 1s hoped, will crystallize and 
develop the work along this isolated coast, where real mission 
ary work is surely needed among a scattered and neglected 
people. Anse Noire will be the centre of this field. Man- 
antial, the hill-station, has suffered by the emigration of the 
people to a more desirable locality, and the schuol has had to 
be closed. The congregations in Port of Spain are active. 
Evangelistic services on the part of the United Protestant 
“hurches stimulated the spiritual hfe of the city, and resulted 
In some accessions to the various churches. ‘Temperance work 
has marked the activities at Belmont. Tobago has had‘ rather 
a hard year, owing to failure in the crop of native tood products. 
The Bethesda congregation renovated its church building, 
which had long been in need of repair, but has incurred rather 
1 heavy debt. The schools of the island, though a big tax on 
the finances of the congregations, are a most he!pful factor in 
the development of the work, and their usefulness and efficiency 
have been gratefully recognized by the Government. 


Bardabos, St. Kitts, and Antiqua. 


In Barbados the work goes on, year by year, without much 
change, as in most of our older Missions, though always, we are 
glad to say, with an upward tendency. At Mt. Tabor and 
Clifton Hill there is evidence of an increased interest, in the 
ereater liberality of the membership. 

St. Kitts and Antiqua are Missions similar in many respects. 
The continuity of the work in the latter island has made for 
progress in all lines of congregational activity. There are 
eleven congregations, including filials, in this large Mission, and 
in only one district, that of Greenbay and Five Islands, is 
there the lack of progress that marks the work generally. 

In St Kitts, the change of ministry has been followed, at 
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Bethesda, by the evidence of a better spirit in that congregation 
The financial outlook for this Mission, with its buildings in 
such a bad condition, is a cause of considerable anxiety to its 
authorities, and the same can be said, though in a less degree. 
of the churches and parsonages in Antigua In both islands 
‘central factories’’ have bettered the condition both of the 
labourer and of the planters, and, even should the price of 
sugar fall, there will be, in the future, a larger degree of pros 
cary. Kmigration, however, still continues indicating that 
labour conditions will admit of much greater improvement. 
The Virgin Islands of the U.S.A. 

In the Virgin Islands economic conditions have been fair. 
Wages have increased, both in St. Thomas and in St. Croix, 
and higher prices have been received for produce and the indus- 
tries that obtain among the people. These, ‘n the countr\ 
districts of St. Thomas and St. Jan, are principally charcoal. 
burning and basket-making. The friction over labour con- 
ditions in St. Croix is passing, and the people are regaining 
confidence in the Churches; but the incursion of many sectar- 
lans divides the people and confuses their minds. The new con: 
ditions under the American Government have brought about 
an invasion of amusements that has created, or developed, the 
spirit of worldliness, and garrison and sailor life have affected 
morality and the family unfavourably. It can be said, gener- 
ally, as remarked in the Trinidad report, that. hard times hav 
not restricted the natural tendency of our people to wasteful- 
ness; nor, on the other hand, have better wages led, as mucl 
as should be expected, to thrift or a higher standard of social 
morality. An estimate of the spiritual life ot: communities 
such as are represented by our various congregations 1s not 
easy. The attendance at the regular services of the Church 
and the Sunday-school, the activities of the various societies and 
organisations that appeal to the higher instincts of our people, 
the consistent Christian hfe of many in the face of mach. 
surrounding worldliness—all these evidences exist to a very 
great degree, and afford much encouragement to hard-working 
and conscientious pastors. ‘There ave many homes even among 
the very poor where children are growing up {o a promising 
manhood and womanhooa, and every year the bacxward glance 
reveals brighter promise. 


Summary. 


Maybe this Report can best be concluded by an extract from 
that of the Tobago superintendent. After speaking of certain 


indications in the congregational life of the island that militate 
against spiritual growth, he adds: ‘‘But, however the above 
may be, it does not blind us to the fact that there are large 
In every con- 


numbers who do not bow the knee to Baal. 
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giegation there is a goodly number of godly men and women 
whose faith and good works are kept bright and warm from 
year to year. We have no evangelistic specialist to fan their 
faith into a flame.- We have no rallies or conventions to re- 
vive and quicken them. ‘The moral atmosphere in which they 
live makes not for righteousness, and by no stretch of imagin- 
ation can it be thought conducive to Christian endeavour. Yet 
the faith 1s kept, the life is lived, the endeavours made.’’ 


The statistics of the year show the following figures .— 


Total membership, ... r: | 23 004 
Communicants si apn : 8 782 
Baptized adults aid we ae 92.216 
Under discipline a ie i‘ 1,041 
Children ef ee ee oh T0,959 
Adherents ane es ae Gi 2 404 
1otal in Church Connection ... 25,408 


Another year is before us, and already its many readjust- 
ments throng about us. What it may bring forth for our 
Church gives many an anxious thought; but “Ged is working 
His purpose out, and we thank Him and take courage. 


E. C. GreIDER (Chairman of P.E.C.) 


o>O6<¢ 


SURINAM. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1918. 


sw Hi year 1918 was the hardest of the sad years of the war. 


| 
as 


If the Reports from the individual stations did not 


show encouraging experiences of the blessing of God, 
one would look back upon it with deep depression. 
It is good to be able to check one’s impressions by those of other 
people. The complete picture thus gained gives plenty of cause 
for gratitude. 
|. Our Environment. 

1. Polttteal, 


Our Governor had no easy position in 1918. He gave one the 
impression of wobbling about between different influences, for 
which nobody could blame him who knows our little circle and 
its influences. According as the interests of the one party or 
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the other were endangered or advanced, he was condemned or 
highly exalted. In the sessions of the Colonial Parliament the 
most remarkable debates and scenes took place. ‘The election of 
members caused more excitement than ever. ‘There were greater 
election excitement and ‘contests than ever before. ‘There were 
two parties, which always fight one another, but whose 
shibboleths it is dificult to determine. The one calls itself the 
Peoples Party, but is wise enough not to define the term 
* People.” ‘They are practically the coloured people of the 
middle class, who protest against pretty nearly everything— to- 
day against Capital, whereby they mean. among other things, 
large estates, to-morrow against everything the Government is 
doing. the day after against Europeans in general, and then, 
by-and by, against individual persons in particular. ‘Their 
watchword is: ‘* We represent the interests of the little man, the 
worker, and the coloured man.” ‘The party swears by two men, 
who decide what is the colour and the battle-cry of the purty 
Opposed to this there is another party, which groups itself 
around the large estates, but has further and more comprehensive 
interests and dloes not write the race-question on its programme. 
One cannot sav that our public life “has gained by the agitation 
and debates of the two parties. It is quite clear that the moods 
and events in Kurope and elsewhere exert their influence here 
also. One can see it in the catch-words that spring up. and the 
attitude that some assume. Some would very much like to go on 
strike. -lere and there modest attempts are made to do so. But 
the first requisite for a strike is wanting, viz., workers A strike 
of slackers would be more worth while. 
Serious were the difficulties that were continually laid in the 
way of our Firm in the second half-year. They had their origin 
in North America, and threatened to lame our business. Only 
quite at the end of the year it turned out that some calumny, 
originating in Surinam itself, was at the back of it. Our 
American and English Boards took the greatest trouble to put 
things right, and the Consuls of the powers in question took up 
a friendly attitude to our firm, which must be acknowledged to 
be thoroughly international. For all that, our business was able 
to work on; and for the fact that these secret intrigues can no 


longer harm our firm we have to thank the protecting hand ol 
our God. 


2 


2 Commerce. 


The year 1918 was the hardest in all the war from the point 
of view of trade also. Communication by ship with Holland 
ceased, and it became more and more irregular with North 
America. At last only English goods arrived without special 


difficulty. 


The constantly increasing restrictions were fatal te trade—the 
veto on exports and imports, and the special licences. ‘They 
brought it about that we received no more flour from North 
America, and no rice from Demerara. , Thereupon our position 
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became absolutely serious. lo meet the situation the rite iat 
ment insisted energetically on incveased production of food « 
large and small holdings. At the same time maximum te 
for certain products were introduced, which led to great con- 
plaints. Connections were sought with other countries, and 
finally flour was procured from Argentina, rice from Java, and 
maize from Venezuela. 


In the first half-year there had arisen real distress through 
lack of food, from which the whole population suffered. ‘The 
first ships that arrived with provisions were~ greeted with 
tremendous rejoicings. ‘The days on which they came developed 
into national festivals, which were celebrated with enthusiasm 
by all, and with genuine thanksgiving by the more serious- 
minded. Jt was characteristic that the members of our Church 
cruwded into the churches on those days to give thanks to God. In 
the second half-year conditions improved. As a result of the 
efforts of all, the harvest was very plentiful, and there was for a 
time food enough and to spare, though it was dear enough. 
Unfortunately the fine weather broke, and the future harvest 
\was endangered, so that we shall have times of dearth in 1919. 
The large estates had hard times. ‘here was a lack of labour, 
of machines, and of capital. Disease appeared among the crops. 
So long as time and strength had to be devoted to the cultivation 
of maize and rice, the chief work had to be neglected. ‘The 
cocoa-harvest was good, but the price was low; and at last there 
were no ships to carry it. ‘The coffee-harvest was equally good, 
but it was simply impossible to sell it. Balata and gold yielded 
poor results. chiefly on account of the weather. Small holdings 
brought in good prices for roots and rice in the first part cf the 
year, while cocoa did not pay. In consequence of the increase 
of prices we were compelled to give war bonuses all round, and 
even the Government had to do tle same. 


3. Health. 


There was no lack of sickness of all kinds, and here and there 
we had epidemics—an unusual thing in this country. It is a 
striking fact that the typhus-hut at the hospital was never 
empty. It was particularly bad at the beginning of the year. 
Then an alarming number of the inhabitants of the village of 
Carolina, on the Surinam River, had to be taken to the hospital 
by the Sanitary Authorities, because typhus had established 


itself there. A considerable number of deaths resulted from. 


this epidemic. But typhus seems to be getting a grip on 
Surinam—or did one formerly pay little attention to ‘this disease ? 


In Nickérie there was a bad malaria season, which demanded 
many victims. In December the Spanish influenza began. It 
probably came to us from Cayenne, raged tremendously in 
Albina, and then struck across to Paramaribo In a few weeks 
half the town was down with it, and it took its way up the 
rivers into the Bushland. ‘Those who should know say that the 
number of deaths was small in proportion to the number of 
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cases, and the majority of these were among the Asiatics, who 
are often less capable of resistance through under-nourishment, 
and because they also trouble themselves very little about 
precautions. ‘Lhere are no general statistics available yet, 
because the epidemic lasted well into the current year. At the 
same time it is probable that in our Church the fatal cases 
amounted to 300 per thousand. 

It was striking how unselfishly our Creoles stood by one 
another in distress Among the Asiatics that was not so. Our 
missionaries were also visited by the «disease, and it is only by 
the special grace of God that we lost none of them, although 
some cuses were very serious. Naturally our boarding establish- 


ments were particularly hard hit; but there also the Lord 
saved us from loss. 


General Information about the Mission. 
1. Zhe Second Mission Conference. 


The Second Mission Conference met on October 8th. Problems 
of our practical work were discussed. ‘he paper by Br. Th. 
Miller on “ Instruction of Candidates for Confirmation ” aroused 
much interest, likewise the paper by Br. Barth on ‘Lay Help 
in the Congregation.” Other subjects of discussion were 
Mixed Marriages, the treatment of Filiuls and Out-preaching 
places, Work in the Church Offices, and so on. In the evening 
there was a most stimulating ‘Social’ in the premises of the 
City Mission, at which short addresses were civen. Some of the 
subjects were: Itsprit de Corps, Self-sac rifice. Superstition and 
Prejudice. Interest in the work of others. In between came 
music, und Br Bergwyn spoke of the Papoto, in Djemie. ‘The 
dav was fatiguing. but stimulating and fruitful. 


Statistics. 


The statistics, as they are drawn up and were sent to the 
Directing Board, show almost throughout a tendency to clecline. 
That is especially noticeable in comparing the totals—1917, 
27,873; 1918, 26,46l—a decrease of 1412. But that is really 
misleading Leally we are numerically not worse but rather 
better than in 1917. But, since it has been decided that all who 
are in arrears with their payment of Church money for ten years 
or more shall not be counted, there is a tremendous decrease on 
paper, while the same people reckon themselves as belonging to 
us just the same, come to church and to Communion, and may 
be in very close fellowship with us. Thestep taken was right in 
itself, but after all it dues not suit the circumstances of a National 
Chureh. In dealing with the Government this kind of reckoning 
would be all wrong, and would place us in a false posiuidn. not in 
accord with the facts. In the official statement therefore we 
have not counted these people. 

But the fact remains that many things lave gone down--the 
number of Sunday Scholars, the Clubs, C onfirmations. and other 
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things. It may be due to chance, or.may have a deeper signifi- 
cance. It is remarkable that these observations apply to the 
country places in a much smaller degree. Jhere, in spite of 
writing olf names, the totals remain the same, the schools have 
remained stationary in some places, in others have grown consid- 
erably, and altogether there seems to have been an exodus to the 
country. In any case, we shall have to reconsider the principles 
on which our statistics are based ; but, above all, to set to work 
again with new zeal and faith. 
+, lhe Jubsiuee of Our Business. 


The 29th of June was one of those rare festivals which have 
their roots in history and compel our fast-living time to stand 
still and think; for it was 15U years since our Mission |*irm, 
() Kersten & Co., was founded. In different circumstances the 
day would have been celebrated with the widest publicity, but in 
War-time that was out of the question. But the Management 
went as far as it could in making presents and helping charities, 
among which bountiful provision was made for the poor of all 
congregations, our orphavs, and our three homes for waifs and 
stravs. On the day itself there wasa public Reception at ll am., 
after the employees had expressed their good wishes through 
their delegates. Soon the refectory, which had been decorated 
with great skill and taste. was filled with people of every class 
who brought their congratulations, among them the Governor 
with his adjutants. Special interest was created by the old 
ledgers ol the Firm. which are all preserved, and were exhibited — 
a speaking testimony of industry, faithfulness, and conscientious- 
ness. Letters of congratulation and costly gifts of flowers had 
come from all sides, which intensified the festive impression. 

In the evening the Mission Staff met in the refectory with a few 
special friends of the lirm to celebrate the day together. It was 
a beautiful, memorable evening, on which deep earnestness and 
merry jest mingled and succeeded each other. 


lll. The Old Mission. 
1. Zhe Town. 


Our town-folk lived, of course, under the influence of the hard 
times, and they said a great deal; vet one could not say they 
were low-spirited. ‘Lhere was a real want, and where it existed 
there was real anxiety. Butthe real Surinamer can stand a good 
deal; for he does not look far ahead. It was the daily struggle 
for life and existence that interested him, and which sometimes 
almost assumed the aspect of an exciting game _ | or instance, 
the townsfolk went on rice excursions, seeking rice in the 
country in most cunning ways, not without adventures. which 
they narrated with enjoyment. Hard times were made a cheap 
excuse for everything. One is sorry to say that hard times 
inade no visible impression of a deeper kind. On the contrary. 
general indifference increased, as interest in the outward 
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necessaries of life came into the foreground. Attendance at 
church varied naturally in-different congregations, but on the 
whole it was not very satisfactory. The young people withdrew 
themselves more and more from our influence, and especially the 
female section. The rage for amusements of every kind was 
abnormal, and the striving after independence. ‘l‘here may have 


been a good deal of quiet intrigue against us which did not 
come to the surface. 


On the other hand, the epidemic was not without influence for 
good. It brought into full hghta pleasing feature of our people. 
This sickness was to them unquestionably a dispensation of God. 
In face of it they were quiet and patient, did not complain, and 
were thankful for final help. ‘They helped one another as a 
matter of course, so that 1t was touching to see. <A good deal of 


hidden gold was discovered in those days, and I believe that 


many a one began to think more earnestly again about his God 
and his Chureh 


Never has there been so much stealing in Surinam as in the 
past vear. On the other hand, it is intelligible that want 
drove some to do things they would otherwise have recoiled 
from. On the other hand, it was quite clear that the delight in 
stealing increased. I'he Cinematograph may have been to blame 
for that. For a time our mission-stations were centres of attack. 
There were regular raids upon our stores, in which employees 
were in league with an employee in the Warden’s office. ‘The 
thieves went on until they were caught. The mission-houses in 
Sharon, Combe, and Wanica were broken into, as well as several 
churches. ‘That was something that had never happened before, 
and best shows the sinking of the moral level. In the second 
half-vear things were not so bad, but we felt it all the same, the 
more so as we had the impression that we were not properly 
supported by the authorities. The material damage in the 
church2s was not great. ‘There was not much to steal. 


In the course of the year complaints reached us of a renewal 
of the old heathen dances in the town. ‘That also isa sign of the 
times. One heard of regular clubs that organised such dances. 
Everything possible was done to oppose the movement. ‘lhe six 
town congregations discussed the matter, and the people were 
publicly warned. finally, members of the Church appealed to 
the Governor, and in the sequel it was fairly evident that some- 
thing had been done. ‘These experiences also had a depressing 
effect. 


In the Pastoral Letter, at the end of 1918, attention was 
drawn to all these evils. 


The Home Mission was not idle during the past year, but it 
did not make itself talked about. What remained of it was 
carried on as usual, especially in the Young Men's and Young 
Womens Associations. A few new ones were formed, and that 
was good cause for rejoicing. The efforts to get together the 


boys who have left school were ccncentrated in the formation of a 
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common boys’ Association, with headquarters in the premises of 
the City Mission, and so strength was saved. The Association 
meets on Sunday afternoons, as most of the members have no 
other time at their disposal, and one does not wish to bring them 
into the streets in the evening. Our hostels had hard times 
financially. If we had more means and workers at our disposal, 
they could easily be extended, for there are always plenty of 
applications for admission. However, we are thankful that we 
were able to maintain the work we had. 

Our Bible and ‘Tract Society had neither Bibles nor tracts 
at its disposal, owing to the War. It had to produce its own 
material for distribution. In spite of that 1t has maintained 
itself and awaits better times. ‘l'hen there will probably be a 
great demand for bibles again. 

The various Associations, large and small, mostly decreased 
in numbers, and their work naturally suffered ; but there is no 
reason why they should not recover under more favourable con- 
ditions. Our Church papers maintained the circulation of the 
previous year. 

Qne cannot be surprised that the ¢encome of the various 
branches of the Home and Foreign Missions went down during 
the vear. Many must have been unable to give anything. All 
the same one could not help thinking that the interest slackened. 
On the other hand, Church money came in better and some con- 
gregations were able to pay olf some of their debts. 


-) 


2. Lhe Country. 


There are districts which remained almost untouched by all 
influences, and look back upon a good year. ‘That is true in 
general of the Commewyne and Cottica. On the Cottica, not far 
from Mondésir, the new church for the Upper Cottica, erected on 
a site granted to us by the Government, was roofed in, although 
the building of it caused the architect, Br. A. Muller, unspeak- 
able difficulties and trials of patience. ‘he materials were not 
obtainable for finishing it off. About the middle of the year 
there died in Mondésir the owner of the plantation, old Moses 
Nyman, a man who once did faithful work in the service of the 
mission among the Aukas, but who was not without his faults in 
his old age. Let us remember his good time with thankfulness. 

On the Para there was, as usual, endless trouble  Quarrelling 
and strife, heathenish aberrations, and defiant opposition make 
the work of the missionary difheult. Although Br. Langerfeld 
and the evangelist Pang Atjok did their best, they have not yet 
succeeded in getting the hostile villages of Osembo and Onver- 
wacht to unite again and live peaceably as one congregation. 
However, it is no longer a hopeless case, and perhaps the New 
Year may bring peace. It is characteristic that they care little 
on the Para about the spread of the Kingdom of God. But 
perhaps even there the Spirit of God will warm their hearts 
again. 

Pauluskreek, on the Surinam River, had to be given up, and 


: . 
tues ‘, « - a t 
- 


a 


~~ an 


fap PARAS CO at SEE Be 


iw 


— 
i A 


— 


‘ , 2 
od * * bal « + » ’ en * 

= - ie = sae ‘_ me; yay | 

6 oe oe ee Fi ~- 
$a Tae Gee mig 4S «b& 

—— * 7 : 

4 eee’ Bea oa 
s ‘< 


=a : Zz 


- . , : 
eee Sey ~~ . 
— a+ on .* ~ 


a ee - ° 
«se - -” . 
~ 


——, - - 
Pe 
- os teen 


ee “Te bas 
_—- -— <— &- 
« —~. —— 


oo 
: . ’ 
: 7 
- i 
a, 
, ae | : 
se 
: 7? - - 
FF. | "" . 
va #. 
“ ‘ 
; ) 
- : : - 
5 7 
{ : 
- 
ry ‘ . 
i 
ta » 
| - 
5 > , 


a Cth ee me 


= - « | « a a > 
2 ’ - 
: » e 
‘ 
-_ : 
- ot ~ —" a 4 * a - -~ - - = ~- = 
inn - ~ -_ —_ - Me — ak om > eee oe —— 
= a > : 
* 
« » “4 
- - oe & o o-- 
~? oe — 
. - tt —, + —— ew to 
p> —_ : one : —_ 
° - 


. “" 
ss es we ee 
~ . % 
~ > =. — .* 


a ad P PP int DP 


—~. _— 
a YY te ee 
F ——— 


~~ 


~_ 


Scale — =. os 
-- 


-- 
- 
ns oer 
. 


Se 


FS 
=> 


va 


——_, 


+= 


” 


~ —-. ‘+: “+ od i. 


—— a 
Te RES ES 

we ° -_. > oo ° o- < 
ee Sa re ae 


_—_ 
-_ 


-_ 


v . ene Bee 


~ =~ ———-_ = - al 
- 3 + 


= -— 


_ _ ~~. . ---@@= +, . 
~_ = OF o « 
_ 


~ - — > 27 “tt 
Pag y 


~~ —* 
an 


phe Tes 


——? 


we 


= 
_ 7 


- 
. 
—~— «+ 
— ° 
— a ge . 


- o 


- tee oe 
eS  e — 


Se - ot 
“ - - < 
v , > = = : “ ee eS 
cowie ew os SR amenpey Lap aes To" 
= = 6-3 ~ ~ - 
. 3 - _— : ~* ~_-— > =~ e . 
_* “ ° - . . 


—— 
ae 


a - . 
a -— ad 7 7 
“ ~ 
3 + a - . a ° 2 2 
- —-_ = 


fi ff 
r 
; , 
Ane. ba 
ite ' " e 
oh iz, A, 4 we 
: a et Be 
pt |) iE 7 ’ 
fie - : 
vie ¥ fa » 7 : 
ying iw 
: i a ah 
ij. a a 
+ ie . Tb 
4 : ‘ @ 
at tH, rd ett 
‘ pak iT ; 
ee ie 
ha : th 3°! : | 
Pha Th re *, : " : 
a? | bs} fi 
ie et 
ae 3 ' 
ey Be 
1 Te ta cub 
‘ty So Oe ¥ : 
ea if ‘4 
Miu) Pe. : 
rt : Ne : at oe 
, he! A : , 
. i. ’ - >. 
{ Mot:  , 
ibe 4 
; 1) ts “ ‘ 4 
Mm: | 
wi 4 q ae) 
" ia} ; ‘ ~ 
Ww) 


+ a 1s + 
os ~ a a 
<<s oy SSS2 
Per ° —~ i ott ee oe 
ene a 
*. 
“~~ i i 
Py. y= Pe as baad 
=a es 
= < 
- 
-_ 


om 
_ — 
‘ - . 
fee ee > 
~ ea —~s os 
he te 


ena --aa . > nee a 
- ~- 
, ~ o 2 ee ee ee - 
RO ent em * 
= .z=3 om oe 
: — : Bat ; 
- - Ls 
‘ “ . ?* ox 4 
= 9 Ss ~d wae 
— — — - 
aon pr ~ > ra ; 
a * hy ee ee 
- - aon ned rb hs hag 
a “ ied - be - 
Pe amg ee  - 
- } : ~ 
2s = 2 
—— : Lag SRR, . 
i En Oe a = aie 


oe * 
oe pa 
- - - : - ~ - 
—~« o pine BS — = 4 es n 
; : a é ? « > as 
2 tz - , —< (3 " a 12s = = ~ : * — = —- > 
cf *. 2. ‘ a es = 5 4 : 
canna a 7 a ‘ - “ e . v8 « = - 
: ee + = — ae ee ea —21~ 2 - 
s oT ~ 
= 


366 SURINAM (Supt., 


the Associations weakened; but in the upper regions progress 
was made. 

In Coronie the young people gave trouble. ‘There was money 
in abundance, since cocoanuts were a veritable gold-mine in 
these days when there is a dearth of fats. But the ease with 
which money was earned proved the destruction of many young 
people, shy of work, and always wasting quickly on dancing and 
gambling what they earned so quickly. The terrible epidemic 
of influenza was a serlous warning. 

The political tension was felt most perhaps in the border- 
stations, Albina and Nickerie. In the latter district there was 
unlovely agitation against us. Besides this, the balata industry 
has spoilt. the Upper Nickérie region, so that the small holdings, 
which used to give this part of the country a prosperous, reliable 
charatter, do not come to their rights. -Happily, there were 
features which showed that our work had not been in vain 
Not all the congregations raised the amount of Church money 
at which they were assessed, bit the financial position was more 
hopeful again on the whole. All the same. much more might 
be done for the spread of the Kingdom of God. 


3. Our Schools. 


Sad to say, our schools have lost heavily in numbers; but the 
loss is principally in the town, while the country schools have 
increased. But that means that the easier and cheaper work in 
the town is slipping out of our hands, while we are compelled 
to greater exertions and sacrifices in the country, where the 
work is more difficult and expensive. Why the children absent 
themselves in the town is not clear. It cannot be only the com- 
petition of the Ethiopian School It may be the result of the new 
system at the Government schools of introducing Froebel classes 
in connection with the existing schools, in which no payment is 
demanded, whilst in our schools they have to pay. It is an 
almost hopeless battle, when one has to meet heavy competition 
without any means of one’s own. 

After long waiting, we received from the Hague Association 
a large sum for the year 1917. That was a gleam oflight! But 
one naturally asks, ‘* What is to become of the accounts for 1918, 
which close with a big deficiency?” No wonder! For we had 
to pay War bonus fora great part of the year, in addition to other 
big expenses, until at last the Government undertook this. 

In order to lessen our expenses we had, with a heavy heart, 
to advise four of our old teachers, of the fourth class, to apply for 
their pensions. ‘Lhe carrying out of this plan needed patience 
and tact, bnt finally 1t came about. We were able to give the 
four, who had served us faithfully for 50 or 40 years: respectively, 
an honourable testimonial. “ 

In the Theological School the so-called ‘“* Aspirants’ Course ’”’ 
ended on September 17th. Of the four students two were 
appointed as evangelists, one was allowed to go on with the full 
course of study, and one, who was too young for this, found 
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employment at Bethesda for the present. On November 4th the 
sixth full course was commenced with four students, the Brn. 
(jaander, Gessel. Welles, and Belfor. The Lord bless this im- 
portant work ! 


IV. Tne New Mission. 
1. Among the British Indians. 


The most important event of the work among British Indians, 
earried on from the town, was the dedication of the new 
evangelistic centre in wie on the Saramacca, the building 
of which was made possible by the help of the “Zeist Missionary 
Society. This has given the Mission on the Saramacca a proper 
base, so that it can now develop systematically. Another 
pleasing feature of the work was that the little band of British 
[Indian Christians in Paradise (Nickérie) built themselves a 
simple meeting-house of their own accord. There was not much 
change in the little congregation in the town, but there were 
many experiences which showed that the Gospel maintains its 
power. Under the influence of the Spanish influenza there was 
a good deal of movement among the non-Christians, but chiefly 
in the way of a return to their heathen gods. Only in a few 
cases did it produce the opposite effect 

In Alkmaar a small, but reliable, congregation is gradually 
being formed ‘Lheir first Christmas was a great event. ‘The 
waves of excitement do not rise as high as at first, it is true; 
but that is natural. For all that, seven adults and four children 
were }; iptized 1 in the course of the year. An increasing number 
of children is received into the home. Their number rose to 
twenty. The experiences made with them were curious and 
somewhat stormy; but, on the whole, these children are a hope 
of the Mission ‘The influenza touched them lightly. 


2 Among the Javanese. 


The little Javanese congregation did not increase by baptisms. 
All the candidates had been baptised in 1917, andin 1918 we 
had to begin again, and, as the course of instruction is a long 
one, there were no haptisms. However, the work did not stand 
still by any means. ‘The congregation grew inw: ardly, and the 
‘church in the mission-house’”’ received a visible increase by the 
admission of a number of waifs and strays, some of whom were 
placed in the new Children’s Home, which was built out of the 
Jubilee Gift of our Mission Firm. ‘The intluenza was very bad 
here, and two adults and one child died of it in the neighbourhood. 


3. Among the Bush Negroes. 


The Bushland Mission was by no means unfruitful in 1918, 
The thirteen adults baptized at six different places represent a 
good harvest, the more so when one realises that the stories of 
their conversion point to deep inner experiences. In Koffie- 
kamp a well-known heathen, of evil reputation, found his way to 
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the Christian faith, and in New Aurora a woman, whose stead - 
fastnegs was put to a hard test One may say, ‘““ What are 
thirteen converts to the thousands of heathen that remain ? ’ 
All the same, these 13 are a gift from God; for heathenism 
is still a power, and threatens by force and craft all who wish to 
bid it farewell. 

The Spanish influenza, which has found its way into the 
Bushland, may help to prepare the way for the Gospel. We had 
a similar experience among the Matuari 20 yearsago. An official 
visit was paid to the two congregations of the Koffimakka negroes 
on the Coppename in the spring. ‘The work there was not easy, 
but it is done with zeal and faithfulness. 

On the Saramacca it was of importance that the new chief 
station at Kwattahede could be occupied. Since then there has 
been a more determined concentration of the work. The various 
parts are in close touch with one another. The school in Kwat- 
tahede made a fresh start. On the other hand there seems to be 
little success in developing a steady and healthy congregation life 
at Jacobkondre. The place seems to be unhealthy, and the work 
suffered from continual interruption by fever and discomforts of 
every kind. 

The work among the Aukas received new impetus through the 
founding of the evangelistic centre at Likanau. It is difficult to 
foresee whether it will last; for fhe whole Auka tribe shows little 
spiritual life. 

On the Surinam River there 18 steady and healthy growth. 
We know very well that everything is not ideal; but faithful 
work is done, and fruits are not wanting. If only the workers 
could remain at their posts longer! But we have had particu- 
larly frequent change in this district 

In consequence of a violent attack upon the peaceful life of the 
Christians in New Aurora by heathens, our Provincial Board was 
compelled to send to the Granman Zankoeso a letter, with the 
urgent request that he should restore order. or we must report 
the matter to the Government. The letter had so much effect 
that the Granman bestirred himself in the matter. But there 
were sequels of various kinds, and it is clear that we have a great 
battle before us with heathenism which will bring many surprises. 

Conclusion. We closed the year with a heavy heart! ‘“ The 
Lord is faithful!” That was our only consolation in view of all 
it has inflicted on us. ‘‘'The Lord is faithful!’ That gives us 
courage to renew our pilgrimage in faith. 


Paramaribo, Feb. 11th, 1919. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


sani 
\. . July 8th, Br. W. W. Perrett, the Superintendent of our 
Labrador Mission, reached London, after having been 
held up at a place called Forteau, in Southern Labra- 
dor, for eight weeks by the ice in the Straits of 
Belle Isle. On the following day he met our Missionary Boards 


and reported in full on the havoe wrouglit by the influenza at the 
two northern stations, Hebron and Okak, and by measles and 
small-pox at Nain and Hopedale. An extract from his written 


Report will be found in the present number of our magazine. 
* * * K * 


As will be seen from this Report, Okak has had to be closed 
altogether, whilst Hebron will be kept on for the present, not- 
withstanding the fact that the majority of the inhabitants of this 
station also have been wiped out by the influenza. Unfortun- 
ately, the closing of Okak as a station means also the closing of 
our Hospital, at any rate for the next twelve months; for there 
would be no possibility of removing the building to another 
station, even if we desired to doso. ‘lhe time this summer is too 
short, and we should probably find that it would not be practi- 
cable for other reasons besides. ‘The whole question of our 
Hospital work on the Coast will have toengage the close attention 
of the Boards during the coming winter. If at all possible, the 
work will be maintained ; but the difficulties in the way are 
considerable. 

* * * * * 

On Monday evening, August 11th, a short service was held on 
board the /Zarmony, in the passengers’ cabin, which took the form 
of the Holy Communion. In all, about twenty persons were 
present, including most of the passengers going out this year, 
and a few of their friends. Bishop H. R. Mumford presided, 
and gave a very appropriate address at the commencement. This 
solemn service was very much enjoyed by all who took part in it. 
At noon on the following day the ship left her berth in the docks 
and proceeded down the river and out into the Channel. On 
Friday morning, the 15th inst., news reached us that she had 
passed the Lizard. May she have a quick passage across to 
St. John’s, which is to be her first port of call. 

* i *K * %K 


Passengers on board are the following:—Br. Perrett, the Sup- 
erintendent of the Mission; Br. and Sr. Callander, who are’to be 
stationed at Makkovik, and will also be in charge of the New 
Boarding School for white settlers’ children, boys and girls, which 
we are commencing at this station during the coming winter. 
As teachers under Mrs. Callender, who is to he organizer in-chief 
of the School, the Misses M. T'atterson and I. Allsopp will be 
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employed, and they are also among this years passengers, 


although the orfginal plan was for them to have gone out later 
alone. Finally, Br. and Sr. Grubb. of Leominster, are also on 
board, Br. Grubb having been appointed to Store service on the 
Coast. With all our heart we wish our passengers a safe and a 
pleasant voyage across the Atlantic, and a speedy and successful 
settling down in their new homes. 

x *K am * i ‘ 


At the British Provincial Synod, which was held at Fulneck, 
in Yorkshire, from the 4th to the 8th of August, resolutions were 
passed. which, if adopted finally by the General Synod of our 
Chureh, are bound to be of the greatest importance for ou 
Foreign Mission work. On one evening during Synod an 
inspiring Missionary Meeting was held in the ehurch, at which 
the following were the speakers:—Lishop J. ‘I’. Hamilton, the 
American representative on the General Mission Board, Br. P. d 
Schweinitz, Secretary of Missions in our American Province, and 
Br. A. Ward, the British member of the Mission Board. 
Colonel H. Brooke Taylor presided. A collection was taken up 
at the close on behalf of our Church's work on the north coast 
of Trinidad, concerning which towards the close of the meeting 
Br. Th. L. Clemens was invited to say a few words. On the 
evening of the last day of Synod, Br, A. Ward was consecrated 
a Bishop of the Moravian Church, 

% 2 ra + * 


During the week before Synod a Missionary Conference 
took place at our beadquarters in London, in which the afore- 
named three Brethren of the Mission Board took part, as well as 
the members of the British Provincial Mission Board. ‘This 
Conference was intended to be preparatory to an important 
gathering which met at Zeist,in Holland, on August 12th, and in 
which one representative each of the three Home Provinces of our 
Church was to take part. ‘The present and the future status of 
our Church as a whole, as also of our Foreign Mission work, were 
to be the chief subjects of discussion at this Conference, and the 
Church at large will anxiously await the result of the delib- 
erations. 

* * * + * 

Since last we went to press the following missionaries have left 
our shores for the West Indies, viz., Br. and Sr. J. E. Weiss, for 
Moriah, ‘Tobago; Br. and Sr. Trowell, for Antigua, where 
Br. ‘Trowell is to be Br.’ A. B. Hutton’s assistant at Spring 
Gaidens St. John’s, the capital City of the Island. Before the 
present. issue of our magazine is in the hands of our readers, 
another missionary couple will, D.V , have sailed for the same 
Mission Province, viz., Br.and Sr. Th. L Clemens, whqahave already 
served something like 27 years in the tropics, and are resuming 
work once more, after an extended furlough in the United States 
and England, im the Island of Trinidad. They will be statione:| 
at Belmont, one of our two congregations in Port of Spain, the 
capital. 
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